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By UNICEF Australia



1 July 2020





Across Australia, all aspects of young people’s lives have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and national response to it. 
While some young people are equipped with the tools to cope, many others are struggling – particularly those already disadvantaged.



Australia’s young people have been cut off from social support networks, must complete major education milestones online, and are also impacted by job losses, either themselves or their parents and carers. All of this is taking a toll on their mental health and their hope for the future.

"This limbo that we’re living in it feels like it’s going to go on for the rest of the year. I don’t have any
aspirations at the moment. I just get up and I do what’s asked of me."

Female student
Regional Tasmania.





In mid-April, UNICEF Australia surveyed over 1,000 young people aged 13 to 17 years across Australia to understand how the pandemic has impacted our youngest generations – a voice that has been missing from many of the pandemic and response conversations to date. Our aim was not only to listen to young people’s lived experiences, but to ensure their voices go on to inform future policy responses as Australia navigates this crisis.



This research is the first of a three-phase study into the views and experiences of young people in Australia living through the coronavirus pandemic. UNICEF Australia will conduct a similar survey in the middle of the year and again towards the end of the year.  
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Methodology

YouGov Galaxy was engaged to conduct a national statistically representative survey of 1007 young people aged 13 to 17 years, which ran from 7 to 16 April 2020. The data was weighted by age, gender, and region to reflect the latest ABS population estimates.  



In addition, UNICEF Australia staff and our Young Ambassadors conducted two regional online video consultations with young people from regional New South Wales and regional North West Tasmania – a COVID-19 hotspot in that state. We also conducted two capital city consultations with young people in year 11 and 12 from Perth and Sydney.






By UNICEF Australia
UNICEF Australia works for the survival, protection and development of children worldwide through fundraising, advocacy, education and international development programs.
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18 Sept 2022
“We did not have hope that he would survive.”  
Munaf suffered from a rare, deadly condition associated with COVID-19. This is how he recovered. 

Read more


Stories






16 Mar 2022
How to talk to your children about coronavirus (COVID-19)
It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by everything you’re hearing about coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) right now. Here's 8 tips on how to talk to your children.

Read more
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7 Mar 2022
“Men, follow my lead.” 
Meet 5 inspiring women protecting children on the frontlines
Women make up roughly 70 per cent of the global health workforce. And they've been central to saving lives during the pandemic.

Read more
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1 Feb 2022
Where children learn: 15 photos of classrooms around the world
Education is the key to the future we want to see for every child. It all starts here, in the classroom.

Read more
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20 Jan 2022
Back to school: how to support your child
As children across Australia begin the new school year, they may be experiencing a range of emotions.

Read more
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3 Dec 2021
“It shouldn’t be that way.” Famous Aussies speak up on one big issue
Here in Australia, COVID-19 vaccines have saved countless lives. It’s kept our hospitals from overcrowding to the brink. It’s the reason we’re all looking forward to getting life back on track.

Read more
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10 Sept 2021
Innovations that are changing the world for children
Here are five ways innovation is helping UNICEF solve the problems children face today and prepare for the challenges they will face in the future.

Read more








24 Aug 2021
The most incredible COVID vaccine delivery stories so far
No matter how far or difficult, our teams are working to reach everyone with COVID-19 vaccines.

Read more
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16 Aug 2021
How to talk to your family and friends about COVID-19 vaccines
Research shows that Australia's COVID vaccines are safe and effective. But it’s normal to have questions and concerns about the vaccine.

Read more
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13 Aug 2021
How the world can achieve vaccine equality
Many new words and phrases have entered everyday language over the past eighteen months – lockdown, quarantine and social distancing are now part of our daily chats.

Read more
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10 Aug 2021
Meet the Aussie frontline heroes keeping our children safe through the COVID crisis
We spoke to three women working on the frontlines of the COVID pandemic about what the vaccine means to them.  

Read more








6 Aug 2021
High school from home: how to survive exams during lockdown
My peers and I had so many questions on our mind: will the HSC still go ahead? What is going to happen to trials? And of course, most important of all: will we get any bonus points for this? 

Read more
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PO Box 587,

Pyrmont, NSW 2009

ABN: 35 060 581 437

Australian Charity Number: 060 581 437

All donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.










UNICEF Australia acknowledges the traditional owners of the lands on which we live and work and pay our respects to elders past, present and emerging.
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